              


Hasani Pettiford Biosketch





As an award winning author and speaker, Hasani Pettiford has an appeal that transcends barriers of age, culture, and occupation.  For almost a decade, Mr. Pettiford has been one of the most sought after speakers in the nation.  As a recognized authority on success principles, wealth creation and interpersonal relationships, Hasani has directly impacted the lives of hundreds of thousands nationwide with his best-selling books and audiotape products, public speaking engagements and live appearances.  Teaching the Word with clarity so that people are able to understand, and to act upon the Word, is the standard of excellence upon which this ministry is based.


Utilizing powerful delivery and newly emerging insights to teach, inspire, and channel people to new levels of achievement, Pettiford guarantees success in all areas of life - ultimately placing success in your hands.  His speaking typically includes 50 keynotes a year.  He has shared the platform with such distinguished speakers as Bishop T.D. Jakes, Rev. Jesse Jackson, Tavis Smiley, Les Brown, Cornel West, plus numerous corporate executives and U.S. public officials.  Much of Pettiford’s work has been featured in major media outlets, including television appearances, national magazines and newspapers, radio programs, and Internet media worldwide.


   


Hasani Pettiford is the Founder and CEO of Success Is In Your Hands, Inc., which is headquartered in New Jersey.  His organization offers public seminars, customized educational programs, workshops and keynote addresses – all focused on personal and professional development.  Profoundly affecting the lives of many, Hasani has a client list that includes fortune 500 companies, trade and civic associations, churches as well as colleges and universities.  In addition, Mr. Pettiford has produced several books and tapes on personal growth, faith, family, finances and success, including “Wealth Builders: An Economic Program For African American Youth”, “Black Thighs, Black Guys & Bedroom Lies”, “Pimpin’ From The Pulpit To The Pews” and the tape series “Success Is In Your Hands”.





www.hasani.com





Ge’ylah Jones Bradford Biographical Sketch





She is one of the nations most talented, uplifting and inspiring individuals. Hailed by Essence Magazine’s Susan L. Taylor as “having a gift people wish they had”, performance poet extraordinaire, Ge’ylah is rapidly moving through the college and university circuit with the interchangeable ability of speaker or performer. Billed at conferences with notable keynote phenoms, Dr. Molefi Asante, Les Brown, Susan Taylor, Dr. Julia Hare, and Willie Jolley. Her presentation has been referred to as "a flawless collaboration”.  Utilizing the art of performance to lecture as well as inspire, Ge'ylah carefully weaves social, educational, or religious event themes with powerful orations. 





Often referred to as a “poetic encyclopedia” the dynamic orator is no stranger to the stage. A mandate of her mother, she began reciting poetry at the ripe age of four. Thus, it is no surprise why countless audiences were left in dismay. A toddler who could not yet read would rattle off stanza after stanza of literary works. From public schools to inaugural halls the child phenom continued to memorize and perform; and by the age of sixteen she possessed a memorized repertoire of over fifty carefully selected poems, prose pieces, and soliloquies.  





In 1997, having been urged for several years to chronologically showcase popular Black poetry, Ge’ylah embarked on a nationwide college and university tour entitled “Power of the Tongue”.  The show became an instant success. To date, the electrifying, 75-minute performance of twenty classical African - American literary works, richly, anchored in indispensable narration, entertaining music and linked together with historical video footage, has been performed at over 200 universities across the country. Her outstanding ability to captivate audiences has afforded her the opportunity to perform in arenas with the late Margaret Walker Alexander, Amira Baraka, Nikki Giovanni, Maya Angelou, Haki Madhubuti, Malik Yusef, Sonia Sanchez, Reggie Gibson, Angela Jackson, and Jessica Care Moore.  











     In 1999, after a special request, she presented a special performance of “Power of the Tongue" to pay tribute to the mother of Black poetry, the late Gwendolyn Brooks.  In addition, Ge’ylah was the featured dramatist at a Black Writers' Conference featuring Susan L. Taylor.  Her show- stopping performance and emotional tribute evoked the Essence powerhouse to leap, first to her feet and then onto the stage for a warm embrace. 





     A recipient of numerous awards she received the Cultural Citizen's Foundation prestigious "Trophy of Honor".  In 1999, Ge’ylah developed Future Orators Reveal Exquisite Natural Skill In Competitive Speaking (F.O.R.E.N.S.I.C.S.)–a speech and drama program for school-age youth. Ge’ylah is the author of "The Power of Performance" and “The Power of the Tongue: Verses for Daily Living”. Her most recent work F.O.R.E.N.S.I.C.S”, a public speaking curriculum for teachers and students, is being reviewed by several school systems. 





     Ge’ylah currently runs the F.O.R.E.N.S.I.C.S. program within the Chicago Public School System and teaches Drama for Chicago State University’s Upward Bound Program. She resides in Chicago with her husband and three children.  








For Additional Artist Info Visit


www.powerofthetongue.com












































(Past Presentation Venues - Representative Sample)


African –American Arts Alliance of Chicago


An Expo for Today’s Black Woman


An Evening with Susan Taylor


Association of Black Cultural Centers


Black Expo Chicago


Black Expo Indiana 


Black Expo New York


Black Enterprise


Black Issues Convention


Black Rose Awards- League of Black Women Voters


Chicago Public Library


CitiGroup


Florida Fund for Minority Teachers Retention & Recruitment Conference


Inauguration of Chancellor Ronald J. Temple


Operation Push


(MOBE) Marketing Opportunities in Black Entertainment


NAACP Freedom Fund Dinner


National African American Student Leadership Conference


National African-American Cultural Expo


National Sunday School & H.Y.P.U. Congress


South Central Community Services


South Shore Cultural Center


Atlanta Metropolitan College


Arkansas State University


Bemidji State University


Chicago State University


City Colleges of Chicago


College of New Jersey


Concordia College


Concordia University


East North Carolina University


Emory & Henry


Florida A&M University


George Washington University


Governor's State University


Grambling State University


Greensboro University


Kennedy – King College


Kendall College


Knox College


Lincoln Land College


Montclair University


Miami University


Midwestern State University


Minnesota State University –Mankato


Newberry College 


New York University


North Carolina State University


North Eastern Illinois University


Olive- Harvey College


Paine College


Radford University


Randolph Macon College


Rutgers University


Savannah State University 


Seton Hall University


Simmons College of Boston


South Western Black Student Leadership Conference


Southern Methodist University


Southern Connecticut State University


Southern Louisiana University


Talladega College


Temple University


Tennessee State University


Texas A & M University


Texas Southern University


The CITADEL


Truman College


Tribute to Gwendolyn Brooks


University of Akron


University of Birmingham


University of Illinois


University of Incarnate Word


University of Florida


University of Maryland


University of Virgin Islands


University Of Nebraska at Omaha


University of Nevada Las Vegas


Virginia Commonwealth University


Virginia Tech University


West Carolina State University


Western Illinois University


Wiley College


The Purpose Destiny Success Tour


It is our desire, to uplift, Inspire and entertain through the spoken word.  This presentation promises to spark a new dawning of love, admiration, and respect for ourselves. The vision should remain in the minds of individuals who see and hear this presentation long after it’s over."                                                                                                                     Ge’ylah and Hasani 











